
Slice of pie

January 15
No school, Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day

January 15
Blaze Pizza, 5:30–8:30 p.m., 
Monroeville

January 26
Freedom Friday and School Store

February 2
100th Day of School 
Donations Due
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Happy New Year! Time for Reflection...
PIE would like to wish a productive and peaceful new year to all of our 
Academy families and students, new and old. As we reflect on the past year and begin 
the new, we are looking forward to the next school year and are focusing on increasing 
our parent involvement at the Academy with new and current volunteers. What kind of 
feedback do you have on current PIE supported activities, events, and fundraisers? Do 
you have any suggestions for improvements or change?  How would you like to see our 
parents partner in educational activities with our teachers?  Pittsburgh is growing in so 
many new and wonderful ways and there are certainly bridges that we can build within 
our community.  If there is an opportunity that would enhance the experience of our 
Academy students, or something that you are personally passionate about, we would 
love to hear about it! If you have feedback or would like to propose a new event or 
activity, please email PIE with your thoughts at academypie@gmail.com.

2018 PIE Events and Volunteer Opportunities
Listed below are the events and fundraisers for the rest of the school year.  We are 
looking for parents to become more involved as Event Coordinators and Committee 
members.  Many thanks to our parents that have already volunteered to help the 
Officers who oversee these activities and those who have actively volunteered for 
events so far this year. If you are interested in taking on a coordinator or committee 
role, please email PIE at academypie@gmail.com.  If you would like to simply volunteer 
for an event, please use our SignUpGenius on the PIE webpage, under the Quick Links 
on the Academy website. The next PIE General Membership meeting will be 
announced in the February newsletter.

February, Sarris Easter Candy Sale
 Ramie O'Brien & Anissa Gladish (Event Coordinators)
March, Spring Scholastic Book Fair
 Christine Mattie, Lisa Uram, & Mary Auxier (Event Committee/Coordinators), 
 Many more committee members are needed for this week-long event. 
April, Pittsburgh Popcorn Sale 
May, Spring Barnes & Noble Book Fair
 Event Coordinator and Committee needed to work with Ms. Lis
May, Munchies with Moms & Desserts with Dads
May, Spring Uniform Exchange
 Janelle Fagnelli (Event Coordinator), Committee members needed
May, Teacher Appreciation Day
June, End of School "Fun Day"
Monthly, School Store, Family Night Out, Box Tops For Education
 Aletia Saunders (Event Coordinator), Co-coordinator needed

National Geographic Bee – January 2018
This month, 4th–8th grade Academy students will be participating in the National 
Geographic Bee! Students should be preparing by studying maps, atlases, state and 
country facts, and even take Geo Bee quizzes at natgeobee.org. Qualifying tests and 
the preliminary round will be held from January 2–11. The final and championship 
rounds will occur on January 25th. The winner of the school bee will take an on-line 
qualifying test for the PA state geography bee. The state bee winner will qualify for the 
National Geographic Bee in Washington D.C. 

2017–2018 PIE Officers

Interim President, Maria DeCrosta

Vice-President, Lisa Wilson

Secretary, Christine Mattie

Treasurer, Kia Dunn

Asst. Treasurer, Feikee Summers

academypie@gmail.com

SignUpGenius:
http://tinyurl.com/WHA-signup

facebook.com/AcademyPIE



100th Day of School Student Challenges – 
Parent Donations Welcome!
This year the 100th day of school falls on February 8. As has 
become the tradition, we will celebrate with school wide 
challenges during the first two hours of the day. 7th and 8th grade 
students will travel through the building with STEAM based 
activities for our K–6 students to complete. In the past, students 
have competed in the 100-cup stacking challenge, building paper 
bridges, 100-inch-long marble runs, and the 100cm catapult.
Parents, we could use your help gathering materials for our 
celebration. If you are able to contribute any of the items below, 
please send them to the office by Friday, February 2nd.

Material Needs by Grade:
(K-1) - Sturdy plastic cups, pennies (grouped into 100), Legos, masking 
tape or painters tape
(2-3) - Toothpicks, mini marshmallows, paper clips, 100 gram weights
(4-6) - Small index cards, scotch tape, pennies (grouped into 100)

Family Night Out
This month's Family Night Out is on January 15 at Blaze Pizza, 
5:30–8:30 p.m., 3939 William Penn Highway, in Monroeville. The 
Academy will receive 20% of proceeds. Each guest must bring a 
printed flyer, which will be sent home with students.

Freedom Friday & School Store
Freedom Friday and the school store are on January 26. The 
theme for school store is Superheroes.  Donations can be dropped 
off in the Academy office or by using our Amazon wish list.

Did You Know?
Did you know that you there is a free download of 2016 Microsoft 
Office Professional Plus for students on the district website? All 
district students are eligible to download and install it on as many 
as five (5) PC, Mac or mobile devices. You will need your student's 
Lunch ID# and Windows password used at school. Microsoft 
Office Professional Plus includes: Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Outlook, OneNote, Access, and Publisher. To download, select 
Technology under the Administration droplist, on any school 
homepage.

Box Tops 
Did you collect box tops over the holidays with all of your cooking 
and baking? Be sure to watch for box tops sheets and send in 
those tops on Freedom Friday. Ten cents adds up fast! We turn in 
boxtops twice a year and our next deadline is April 1. The class 
who collects the most will win a pizza party.

The Academy soars once again in the Fairchild 
Challenge at Phipps! The 2017–2018 school year 
marks the seventh year of the Academy’s 
participation in the Fairchild Challenge at Phipps 
Conservatory. The students have excelled in the 
challenge; winning first or second place for the past 
five years. The Fairchild Challenge is a 
multidisciplinary, standards-based environmental 
education outreach program designed to give high 
school and middle school students an opportunity to 
creatively shine. By appealing to their innate sense of 
curiosity about the world around them, the Challenge 
invites students to investigate the thorniest 
environmental issues, devise imaginative and 
effective responses to these issues, and take action 
to address them. 

This year’s challenges include creating a cookbook 
or recipes that help to reduce food waste, creating an 
imaginary plant and pollinator sculpture with unique 
adaptations, designing a plan to turn an empty lot 
into a green space, writing poetry about nature and 
implementing an environmental action project. To 
date, the 6th–8th grade students have won first place 
in the first two challenges. Congratulations to our 
GATE teachers, Mrs. Pearson and Mrs. Scarberry, 
and our students for the dedication, creativity and 
passion they have exhibited toward this important 
environmental challenge!

Total Income: $4,535
as of November 30, 2017

Fundraiser Highlights:
Chipotle: $503  
WH Apparel Sale: $342  
Donation: $120  
Barnes & Noble Book Fair:   
   $686 (in Books for the 
   Academy library)  

Total Expenses: $494
in Support of:

Pitt School Day: $162  
Box Top Party: $38  
School Store Supplies: $74  
5th Grade Crafting Pilot: $73  

Each month, PIE would like to recognize the extraordinary 
efforts of our wonderful teachers and their campaigns 
and how we are Partners in Education with them. 

Teacher

Spotlight

Fundraising Update


